
March 2026 Newsletter

It may not look like it but Spring is coming and there is lots to do

There are many walks, talks, workshops and projects for those who appreciate and protect
nature and garden/create habitat with native plants. We want to share all the wonderful
work that people are doing and let Project Swallowtail members know about other groups
they can get involved with or just learn from. See the links at the bottom of this newsletter
and our Facebook group.


South Parkdale Community Pollinator Gardens
mailto:spcommunitypollinatorgardens@gmail.com to register for events

March 4 evening, 6:30-8:30 pm at 91 Spencer Ave Co-op buzz code #1994 Seed packing.
Donations welcome

March 14 Seed Packing 12 to 1 pm and Mini Seedy Saturday from 1-3 pm Community
Seed Exchange & Giveaway!!! 58 Lansdowne Ave, The Public Studio

Turning Your Turf Grass into a Pollinator Paradise
In-person presentation in partnership and inspired by the tenants of 30 Springhurst Ave.
March 25, 7-8:30 pm. Registration required.

Come learn how to convert your yard or a boulevard into a glorious habitat garden, the easy
way! We’ll cover the efficient no-till lasagna method, plants that can tolerate road salt, short
ones that won’t block the line of sight for drivers, and where to buy affordable plants in the
city. 
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https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/5uTvEkeNxdVaNh9dFyCA-pu9rnMBRTupm2fjdoq034M5y0OS_TmjP73Om_vr5mzx2hFd3x19D02BC3zhDGC1XBrkaaMmoxj4eFhDMwEuPZFeo7POBM59yvQW0n1P4i-pdrELw-Pk4LKwJUvYz-wwlmw3nomCoZFwGTO6NYsdwvCRgwpVFUFS3cvN5l1gEaDLGOK7mZy_w6-ycUCpp4ncFyeYHAqV
https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/72rYrQooYhqMN4RvPIkRbF2rucJ-1KwoH-Is8xo63glGYIBSj-lP8gJSdaAaLC-9uQPmhNbpZHWm1YlsA1oXbISQIfJqrT7JZe4YBpcL_Wu23P3PXF3ROChRcoZ4useZLqsDgvcQQr09M9IINappdtoFFgPHUFZbfqPmPT6HtnKUfH1lPJcw50470Nzug0qHygfqX7f5shXibdEZV53BXR7GNioSzGn-zH-8eM9QwABv_k3lc79Vv3Cq-sdauv8
https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/72rYrQooYhqMN4RvPIkRbF2rucJ-1KwoH-Is8xo63glGYIBSj-lP8gJSdaAaLC-9uQPmhNbpZHWm1YlsA1oXbISQIfJqrT7JZe4YBpcL_Wu23P3PXF3ROChRcoZ4useZLqsDgvcQQr09M9IINappdtoFFgPHUFZbfqPmPT6HtnKUfH1lPJcw50470Nzug0qHygfqX7f5shXibdEZV53BXR7GNioSzGn-zH-8eM9QwABv_k3lc79Vv3Cq-sdauv8
https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/vlaLx046gSOuNewHNdNAe1ARriWeZwTVZS1HZbeDEsGz8p3UooMnd1G__zJR4nxO6UpbIt6Bz5No_oHcfAaBvDi_XTJ93K0MOQljOhBsuTpQuR03u4HRWPcak6Ml30MQKuW7TF9yQwotFdiiQPI76QrXlOtfJz9ZS2hgFydeZhRVPpLI1iQZzkyf8OnscDsripZukPM9lI0vuZQLGqJzNu8y1YGI7x2sAnBQ19Kj
mailto:spcommunitypollinatorgardens@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:spcommunitypollinatorgardens@gmail.com?subject=Registration%20for%20SPCPG%20Events


Seedy Saturdays and Sundays
To get a larger list and more detail see  https://seeds.ca/events/ and filter for Toronto.

March 3
Seed Giveaway and
Eco-Programs Event

2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
45 Overlea Blvd, East York Town Ctr,

Entrance #6, Thorncliffe Park
Community Hub, Toronto, ON


March 28

Downtown Toronto Seedy Saturday

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Scadding Court Community Centre,

707 Dundas Street West, Toronto, ON
M5T 2W6 (southeast corner of
Bathurst St. and Dundas St. W)

Toronto, ON

March 7
Evergreen Brick Works Seedy Saturday

9:00 am - 2:00 pm
550 Bayview Avenue

Toronto, ON


April 1 

Parkdale Seedy Sunday

 4:00 am - 6:00 am
Parkdale library

Toronto Ontario , ON

Toronto Seed Tree Project
Article on the unique program behind

Toronto’s effort to conserve its
biodiversity

Story by CBC/Radio-Canada

An Invitation to The Garden Club of Toronto’s 
Prospective New Member Open House & Monthly Meeting
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Thursday, 23 April 2026, 11:15 am to 2:30 pm
Toronto Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto

FREE ADMISSION, Registration required
mailto:membership@thegardencluboftoronto.ca or call the office at (416) 447-5218.
thegardencluboftoronto.ca Should you have any questions prior to April 23rd, please don't
hesitate to contact us.

If you’ve ever wondered what the Garden Club of Toronto does, or given thought to
becoming a Member, please join us as our Guest at the April Prospective New Member
Open House & General Monthly Meeting.

Your visit will include:
information session
floral demonstration
floral design & horticulture show
light refreshments
SPEAKER - Netami Stuart: Topic - Park Making on Toronto's Waterfront Island

We hope you will enjoy the day spent in the company of others with the same passion for all
things garden related!

Cornell Lab Garden for Birds

One of the greatest threats to birds is loss of habitat and we can all do something about it.
Join us and we'll send you monthly emails guiding your bird-habitat-journey. 
 If you are a veteran gardener, who is already providing an abundance of native habitat for
birds, consider joining us to share your bird sightings so we can grow our capacity to
quantify how native habitat is impacting bird populations. This project aims to bring people
together who are passionate about creating and sustaining native habitat for our feathered
friends in our green spaces.
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Tell us About Your Garden

The Garden Shift (thegardenshift.com) 
podcast with Tina Cesaroni (Spotify) or @the_garden_shift
A podcast about becoming a guardian of your garden with host Tina Cesaroni and friends.
Informal conversations about ecological gardening and an enormous resource library
Topics include:

Building a garden with PollinateTO
Swallowtail Native Plants - A Local Seed Company
Botanical Terminology with Ryan Godfrey
A Naturalized Garden with Douglas Counter
Pollinator Corridors with Dorte Windmuller
Naturalizing Spaces with Lorraine Johnson
The Power of Community with Ingrid Janssen

Thank you to our members who registered for the Pollinator Partnership Certification
training and who answered the question “Tell us about your garden”. These motivating
anecdotes show how much we can accomplish individually and together. More stories to
come in upcoming newsletters. You can add your own story in this form

10x20 in front of historic grey stone
across from Clarence park. The city
recently cleaned up the park with a new
public patio, the row of townhouses all
have garden beds, many have been
neglected for years, I've been trying to
spruce them up with diverse native
plants.

I work with a group of gardeners at a
church, Our lady of Lourdes, Sherbourne
st. Toronto. We have several areas that
are pollinator gardens or mixed with
native plants and other plants. In 2025,
we won the City of Toronto first award
at the best community garden in the
city.

I have a potted garden on my balcony! I
have various flower boxes that I'd like
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to learn how to improve and incorporate
native species.


(photo above Gerbremariam Gebremichael)
I work at Waterfront Neighborhood Centre Toronto at Community Connect pollinator
friendly vegetable garden. This year (2025) the garden landscape was under
reconstruction to be more accessible to people with physical difficulties and
independent seniors. We are planning to establish one pollinator bed, pollinator border
as well as in containers. This year I planted more than fifteen pollinator plants that
included native and non-native plants in my back yard with vegetables. 

Shared urban garden with pollinator
plants for spring through fall...and a mix
of other things as well. 
(photo right Dana Buchbinder)

I have 2 beds that are 100% native
plants (for one, I painstakingly ripped
out all the lily of the valley the old owner
had there and replaced it with all
natives), In addition, I am integrating
more and more natives into every other
bed I have, plus I have a non-landscaped
natural area that I am also adding all
natives to as I fight all the invasives and
remove non-natives there. I have planted
a large number of native plants every
year for the past three years (and
bought a Project Swallowtail kit in
2023).


My front yard is 100% native shade
plants; back yard is 75% native plants
(part-sun and shade) with a strip of
grass (mostly non-native) down the
centre. I would like to help a neighbour
transform her front yard (grass, full
sun) into a native plant garden. 
(photo left Helena Van Nooten)

I have frogs, geese, ducks, woodpeckers
fire flies, orioles in my garden and would
like to bring in the butterflies too.
Cambridge has a few gardens that are
volunteer based and I would like to
introduce this project to the volunteers
as well as Village neighbourhood
association.
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I am a member of the South Parkdale
Community Pollinator Gardens group and
we have several gardens throughout
Parkdale. I also have a back yard
pollinator garden. 
(photo right Pixie Logue)

Maher Circle is a PollinateTO-sponsored
community project in Toronto's Junction
neighbourhood.


Places to go, Things to do and People to meet



Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) https://trca.ca/events-calendar/  

Toronto Field Naturalists https://torontofieldnaturalists.org/walks/
North American Native Plant Society (NANPS) https://nanps.org/

David Suzuki Foundation Butterflyway Project 
https://davidsuzuki.org/take-action/act-locally/butterflyway/

Homegrown National Park https://homegrownnationalpark.org/

Carolinian Canada https://caroliniancanada.ca/
Seeds of Diversity https://seeds.ca/

Plenty Canada (Indigenous led environmental protection) 

 https://www.plentycanada.com/

Toronto Nature Stewards https://torontonaturestewards.org/

Pollinator Partnership Canada https://pollinatorpartnership.ca/en
World Wildlife Fund Canada https://wwf.ca/ 

Rewilders (Stewards of Urban Pollinator Habitats) https://rewildersto.ca/ 

City of Toronto
Community Stewardship Program/Green Toronto 

Forestry Talks and Tours
Toronto Environmental Volunteers and Calendar of Events 

We'd Love to Hear From You!

We’re looking for more stories, events, photos, and updates to share with the Project

Swallowtail community in our newsletters!

To share an event, please add it to the Event Form.
To contribute articles or messages, use the Newsletter Content Form.

Feedback on our interactive maps. (available only to map participants)

Gardening and plant info on our Google Drive 
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https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/Y4U38cdFyXvd32hDB8owfCUi-nsuVbf-IFtpY9eUk8IFDH2MOr1p_20P8izCPz5un_DLAKCZJEpxu9GYMXfYlM6vocAbAVN2GRi5_p11TdfD96uBTX-g7EMajmGPH5xKjg9oROLky1frYIrdYFD_-_m8DpTqzcRXTZZMq2VhGqbCLdHerA
https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/mt9D_3UHccd-p6EMu-LFuPlGNcCyug4vEup2dWWsecpLcZdlfFIN-43SJY9L06tdXd4kbrddgota_kh7pKZClx3QJk9mV04Ht88RskwL9DGwTyhywy9W4pVpFUvq_06SMjiMV91XI890ymmp9wnSYXogBmk38t5xn5eqADT1yunDc1ojmICCDgrfFu1HKUkoVA
https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/7JK6kDW5hIf9yGbU40DOW43TXwldNU4sg8B63ST6Q6ij5d3JOq0tMhzm-wPg0uOvik2a-6F7ASKnm3Yhw6CUR2Dct-nY9jjxY9VqY5FWUrqC9lIo2zGql_X-_p4ETO6YWrpispTvoAxqEyf15qHi9XMFYRUlPR4853N1pOcKo70V_roxPpGhPHVQOxpR2RYBLirrAPdM
https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/86AkfDJ0BqGpE60bKkq79BE5W-BhA8uU_3moD2EoO_HyxlkFL4S3WLB5pNFqklRQOQHw7hN1whYkk1XWVfn63Hd0nOLFNo6O2epRRIMIDs1lUYEYN8VdBUmbVLeBDMZk2zHeJC5ebkQS9gIhQviaymWaLCSs6EUCIkcEZ0RKexRfdKXyngklaIBMWJ2-t_NiMPhCvY09sw
https://bxotq.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/1M4dqeKM14b6CGqpRPQfOUJ6CBm1ZxDDGSq3Xt-Gc01KeXmVO9KlcQCXZv9Wz9pRR39t_KLrTPT71pCbR5wiRLYNuZZ0azXquw75e9fjueljhHYR3zTJ-ZDHUDMGDdowXOQqh6HPE7VDMLZhn6vSx4kKgUnW-U2qm6y5LaEHRamtb3Q
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